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1. Henri Nouwen, Walter, & Mercy  

A. @ 13: From Dad: Little Goat: Walter: Last year 2nd W. War
B.  Holland… People dying of hunger

C.  Loved Walter: Walks /Carry/ Pen/ Wagon/ Feed/ Best Friend

D.  1 Morning: Pen empty: GONE! WEPT!

E.  War Over! / Food! / Dad: Gardener took Walter > Feed Family

F.  Dad knew… Never confronted him, even w/ my grief.

G. “I now realize that both Walter and my father taught me something about mercy & compassion.”
H. Mercy: ~ Always Pretty, Logical, Nice… But SO much like X!


The basic idea of the Greek word translated mercy is “to give help to the wretched, to relieve the miserable.” Mercy gives attention to those in misery. From this we see the slight difference between mercy & grace. Grace is shown to the undeserving; mercy is that aspect of grace that gives undeserved compassion to those in misery. So the synonym for mercy is compassion. But mercy, is not just feeling compassion. Mercy exists when something is done to alleviate distress.
The word carries the meaning of identification in the suffering of others, of going through something with another, of entering into another’s problem with understanding and acceptance. And this is what God did for us in Christ; identifying with humanity and suffering on behalf of our sin.
1. Mercy finds its source/ cause in the Love-filled Heart of God, as revealed in our salvation 

· Eph. 2:4-5: “But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved)…”
Mercy there was great, and grace was free;

Pardon there was multiplied to me;

There my burdened soul found liberty at Calvary
I was sinking deep in sin, Far from the peaceful shore.
Very deeply stained within, Sinking to rise no more.
But the Master of the sea, Heard my despairing cry,
From the waters lifted me, Now safe am I.

Sin and despair, like the sea waves cold, 
Threaten the soul with infinite loss;
Grace that is greater, yes, grace untold,
Points to the refuge, the mighty cross.

2.  Mercy finds its source/ cause in the Love-filled Heart of God as revealed in our salvation
But this mercy is given me to so transform me, that I become merciful in the same way that God, who had mercy on me, is merciful.”
· Math. 18:33 'Should you not also have had mercy on your fellow slave, in the same way that I had mercy on you?'
·  Lk. 6:36: "Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.
a. Mercy then becomes a way of life, as natural as praying & breathing. For the Christian, Mercy is always in season!

b. Community Breakfast: for Fundraising… 
1. Children/ Youth from our Palatka Xn School show up… What do w/ them?

2. Girls helped to open door and greet. But the boys/
3. Suddenly: MERCY: Visit/ pray poor in neighborhood: GIVE: Invite/ Bring meals
4. At a fundraiser! Opportunities for mercy are all around us! Go for it! $600.00
3. Always Err on the Side of Mercy
Math. 9:10-13 “Jesus was reclining at the table in the house, & behold, many tax collectors & sinners came & were dining with Jesus & His disciples. When the Pharisees saw this, they said to His disciples, "Why is your Teacher eating with the tax collectors & sinners?" But when Jesus heard this, He said, "It is not those who are healthy who need a physician, but those who are sick. But go & learn what this means: 'I desire mercy, & not sacrifice,' for I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners."
President Lincoln & Honorable John B. Henderson; spring 1865
Honorable John B. Henderson, United States Senator from Missouri, relates for his work this experience in securing pardons from Lincoln in the spring of 1865. 

“I was anxious to clear up as many as possible of these imprisonment cases… I accordingly had my clerk classify them, according to the evidence in each case… I caused them to be divided into 3 classes. Into the 1st class I put those of whose innocence I had but little doubt; into the 2nd class those whose innocence was more doubtful, but whom I believed it would be safe & proper… to release; the 3rd class consisted of those who ought still to be retained in confinement… I took the 1st & 2nd classes to the President & asked their pardon & release. 

“Mr. Lincoln looked over the list & then said: Do you mean to tell me, Henderson, that you wish me to let loose all these people at once?’ “Yes,' I said, ' I believe it can be easily done.' 
“But,' said Mr. Lincoln, ' I have no time to examine the evidence. I am constantly reproached for my too abundant charity, & what would be said if I should turn loose so many sinners at once. And what would be the influence in Missouri? ' 

“I believe, Mr. Pres. that the influence would be most beneficial. The war is nearly over. The day for generosity & kindness has come.' “Do you really think so? ' said the Pres?
“Yes… The policy of mercy will prove to be a wise reconstruction measure.' 

"I hope UR right,* said the Pres; 'but I’ve no time to examine this evidence. If I sign this whole list, will U be responsible for the future good behavior of the men?  “Yes.' I said. 
“Then I will take the risk & sign it," said the President…
"Thank you, Mr. President; but that is not all; I have another list here.' 

"I hope you are not going to make me let loose another lot?' 

"Yes. I’m not quite so sure of the merits of this list, but I believe the men are not dangerous, & it will be good policy to let them go. I think it safer & better to err on the side of mercy.'
 “‘ Yes,' said Mr. Lincoln; but you know I am charged with making too many mistakes on the side of mercy.' 

"Mr. President, my argument for this is the same as in the other case. The war is substantially over. The guilt of these men is at least doubtful and mercy is and must be after all the policy of peace.'  "I guess you are right,' said Mr. Lincoln. 
"Yes,' I said, ' I am sure I am, and I think that you ought to sign it.' 

"Well, I'll be durned if I don't,' said the President, and he signed his name after inserting the word ' pardoned ' over the name of those laboring under conviction.
· Pardoning = a Major Outgrowth of Mercy
· We’ve that grace enabled ability > Prayer > insert word pardoned over the name
"This was the only time I ever heard Mr. Lincoln use a word approaching profanity. 

"Now, Henderson,' he said, as he handed the list back me, * remember you are responsible to me for these men. If they do not behave, I shall have to put you in prison for their sins.' " http://www.archive.org/stream/lifeofabraham00tarb/lifeofabraham00tarb_djvu.txt  
4. Mercy triumphs over Judgment
James 2:13 “Judgment will be merciless to one who has shown no mercy; mercy triumphs over judgment.
· What often prevents giving mercy? We JUDGE the person unworthy.

Js. 2:2: “If one comes into your assembly w/ a gold ring & dressed in fine clothes, & there also comes in a poor man in dirty clothes, & you pay special attention to the one who is wearing the fine clothes, & say, "You sit here in a good place," & you say to the poor man, "You stand over there, or sit down by my footstool,"  have you not made distinctions among yourselves, & become judges w/ evil motives? (Cov. Dish Dinners)
· But… They, & You, & I ARE Unworthy! That’s why we need MERCY

2. Blessed are the merciful, 4 they shall receive mercy
·  Blessed is the church > Mercy to Hurting… within & without.

·  Blessed is the church > Infuses every ministry/ program w/ Mercy
· B.I.T.C.: Knows that it Exists 4 purpose of Incarnating Mercy.
· B.I.T.C.: Is constantly reproached for being too charitable.

· B.I.T.C.: Continually errs on the side of mercy.

· B.I.T.C.: Takes the risk of mercy.

· B.I.T.C.: Charged w/ making 2 many mistakes on the side of mercy
· B.I.T.C.: Chooses mercy over judgment.

· B.I.T.C.: That, by the Holy Spirit, is being transformed into mercy.

· B.I.T.C.: That is merciful as our heavenly Father is merciful.

· B.I.T.C.: That lives & abides within the mercy-filled heart of God.
Blessed is that Church… For that church will receive mercy.
3. Four places for us/ YOU to show mercy:


#1. Food Drive: Palatka Xn Center: Pantry Low > NEXT Sunday

#2. Pumpkin Patch: 1000+ School Children: Sign up to LOVE
· $1200.00? NOT! Rather to show children love/ creativity of Christ
·  Children come and see/feel that God’s Church is good & safe & loving
#3. Fall Festival: Families of Community: Work or GREET!
·  We Give, thru actions & words, > games (many Xn), Xn music, & food
·  By us, but Not primarily for us
#4. Community Thanksgiving Dinner: Many opportunities!
· Feast, Prayer, & This year, Lord’s Supper   >  By us, but for us
4. Prayer & Hymn: “Make Me a Blessing” P. __________

Ephesians 2:4-5: “But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved)…”

Matthew 18:33 “Should you not also have had mercy on your fellow slave, in the same way that I had mercy on you?”
Luke 6:36: "Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.”
Matthew 9:10-13 “Jesus was reclining at the table in the house, & behold, many tax collectors & sinners came & were dining with Jesus & His disciples. When the Pharisees saw this, they said to His disciples, "Why is your Teacher eating with the tax collectors & sinners?" But when Jesus heard this, He said, "It is not those who are healthy who need a physician, but those who are sick. But go & learn what this means: 'I desire mercy, & not sacrifice,' for I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners."
James 2:2: “If one comes into your assembly w/ a gold ring & dressed in fine clothes, & there also comes in a poor man in dirty clothes, & you pay special attention to the one who is wearing the fine clothes, & say, "You sit here in a good place," & you say to the poor man, "You stand over there, or sit down by my footstool,"  have you not made distinctions among yourselves, & become judges w/ evil motives?
James 2:13 “Judgment will be merciless to one who has shown no mercy; mercy triumphs over judgment.”
Notes: Used & Unused
You are Never Alone:  Charles Allen… Mercy is offered to all, but only the merciful receive. Here, the mercy of a lady 35 years previous, prepares her to hope in God's mercy ath the time of her death.
In October 1800 a boy named John Todd was born in Rutland, Vermont. Shortly afterward the family moved to the little village of Killingsworth. And there, when John was only six years of age, both his parents died. The children in the home had to be parceled out among the relatives, and a kindhearted aunt who lived in North Killingsworth agreed to take John and give him a home. With her he lived until some fifteen years later when he went away to study for the minis​try. When he was in middle life, his aunt fell desperately ill and realized that death could not be far off. In great distress she wrote her nephew a pitiful letter—what would death be like? Would it mean the end of everything or would there be, beyond death, a chance to continue living, growing, loving? Here is the letter John Todd sent in reply:

"It is now thirty-five years since I, a little boy of six, was left quite alone in the world. You sent me word you would give me a home and be a kind mother to me. I have never forgotten the day when I made the long journey of ten miles to your house in North Killingsworth. I can still recall my disappointment when, instead of coming for me yourself, you sent your colored man, Caesar, to fetch me. I well re​member my tears and my anxiety as, perched high on your horse and clinging tight to Caesar, I rode off to my new home. Night fell before we finished the journey and as it grew dark, I became lonely and afraid.

"Do you think she'll go to bed before I get there?" I asked Caesar anxiously. "0h no," he said reassuringly. "She'll sure stay up FOR YOU. When we get out of these here woods you'll see her candle shining in the window." Presently we did ride out in the clearing and there, sure enough, was your candle. I remember you were waiting at the door, that you put your arms close about me and that you lifted me--a tired and bewildered little boy—down from the horse. You had a big fire burning on the hearth, a hot supper waiting for me on the stove. After supper, you took me to my new room, you heard me say my prayers, and then you sat beside me until I fell asleep.

"You probably realize why I am recalling all this to your memory. Some day soon, God will send for you, to take you to a new home. Don't fear the summons—the strange journey—or the dark messenger of death. God can be trusted to do as much for you as you were kind enough to do for me so many years ago. At the end of the road you will find love and a welcome waiting, and you will be safe in God's care. I shall watch you and pray for you until you are out of sight, and then wait for the day when I shall make the journey myself and find you waiting at the end of the road to greet me."

Community Breakfast: for Fundraising… But suddenly an unforeseen opportunity for mercy: Give meals away… at a fundraiser! Sometimes, an opportunity for mercy sneaks up on you! Go for it!

Math. 9:10 Then it happened that as Jesus was reclining at the table in the house, behold, many tax collectors and sinners came and were dining with Jesus and His disciples. 11 When the Pharisees saw this, they said to His disciples, "Why is your Teacher eating with the tax collectors and sinners?" 12 But when Jesus heard this, He said, "It is not those who are healthy who need a physician, but those who are sick. 13 "But go and learn what this means: 'I DESIRE COMPASSION, AND NOT SACRIFICE,' for I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners."
Lk. 10:29 But wishing to justify himself, he said to Jesus, "And who is my neighbor?"30 Jesus replied and said, "A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among robbers, and they stripped him and beat him, and went away leaving him half dead. 31 "And by chance a priest was going down on that road, and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. 32 "Likewise a Levite also, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33 "But a Samaritan, who was on a journey, came upon him; and when he saw him, he felt compassion, 34 and came to him and bandaged up his wounds, pouring oil and wine on them; and he put him on his own beast, and brought him to an inn and took care of him. 35 "On the next day he took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper and said, 'Take care of him; and whatever more you spend, when I return I will repay you.' 36 "Which of these three do you think proved to be a neighbor to the man who fell into the robbers' hands?" 37 And he said, "The one who showed mercy toward him." Then Jesus said to him, "Go and do the same."
Eph. 2:4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, 5 even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved),
The New International Dictionary of New Testament Theology: Volume 2. 594-598. Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing House, © 1967, 1969, 1971. 

e[leo" G1799 (eleos), compassion, mercy, pity; ejleevw G1796 (eleeo), feel compassion, show mercy or pity; ejlehvmwn G1798 (eleemon), merciful, compassionate; ejleeinov" G1795 (eleeinos), pitiful; ejlehmosuvnh G1797 (eleemosyne), charity, alms; ajnevleo" G447 (aneleos), without pity; ajnelehvmwn G446 (aneleemon), merciless. 

CL eleos (masc. but normally neut. in the LXX and the NT) is found from Homer onwards. It is “the emotion roused by contact with an affliction which comes undeservedly on someone else” (R. Bultmann, TDNT II 477), viz. compassion, pity, mercy. These feelings are the reverse of envy at another’s good fortune. There is also an element of fear that one might have to suffer in the same way. Aristotle in his Poetics stated that tragedy aroused pity and terror and these caused katharsis, purging. From Plutarch onwards we find the expressions eleon echo, to find mercy, and kat' eleon, out of compassion. eleos was used as a technical term for the end of the speech for the defence, in which the accused tried to awaken the compassion of the judges. In Plato’s Apology Socrates refused to conform to the pattern (23 f., 34b-35d). 

aneleos, an attributive compound showing mutation (Funk § 120:2), meaning unmerciful, without compassion, is found only in the NT, and replaces the Homeric nelees, and Att. anelees (found in the LXX but not the NT). aneleemon has the same adjectival meaning; it is found from Antiphon (480-411 B.C.) onwards as an adv. It is the privative form of eleemon (Homer onwards), compassionate, merciful. eleeinos (Homer onwards, but not in the LXX) is mainly used of a person’s passive condition as causing compassion, hence pitiable, distressing. 

The vb. eleeo (Homer onwards) means to have compassion, be sorry for, show compassion, be merciful. The Koine form eleao is found twice in the LXX, 3 times in the NT. The cry eleeson, have mercy, was addressed to the gods. With or without logois (with words) the vb. also means deplore, sympathize with. In the pass. it means to find mercy (in the NT also eleos lambano). The derived noun eleemosyne (Callimachus of Alexandria, c. 250 B.C., onwards) was originally the same as eleos but was then applied to the act of kindness following compassion. It then obtained the specialized meaning of a contribution for or gift to the poor (cf. our alms); it finds its earliest use in the LXX (Dan. 4:27) and in profane writings in Diog. Laert. (3rd cent. A.D.). 

OT 1. eleos and its derivatives are found nearly 400 times in the LXX. It normally represents hesed; only 6 times rahªmîm. The vb. normally represents hanan (Grace), but also raham; eleemosyne renders sedaqâh. 

2. These Heb. concepts betray a completely different background of thought from the predominantly psychological one in Gk. They are based on legal concepts. Hence, we have to interpret the LXX translation from the standpoint of the Heb. original, and not the other way round. Philo is the first Jewish writer in whom a penetration of the Gk. concepts is observable in our word-group. 

(a) hesed means proper covenant behaviour, the solidarity which the partners in the covenant owe one another (Covenant). The covenant may be between equals, or it may be made by one who is stronger than his partner in it. In either case it may result in one giving help to the other in his need. So the connotations of eleos meaning hesed may stretch from loyalty to a covenant to kindliness, mercy, pity. This is especially the case when it is linked with oiktirmos meaning rahªmîm (e.g. Isa. 63:7b; Hos. 2:21 [MT 2:19]; Zech. 7:9; Pss. 25:6 [LXX 24:6]; 40:11 [MT 40:12; LXX 39:12]; 51:1 [MT 51:3; LXX 50:3]; 69:16 [MT 69:17; LXX 68:17]). Because of Yahweh’s superiority as the partner in the covenant who remains faithful, his eleos was understood for the most part as a gracious gift. He promised it at the making of the covenant, and he constantly renewed it. Hence Israel might request eleos from him including the mercy of forgiveness, when it had broken the covenant (e.g. Exod. 34:9; Num. 14:19; Jer. 3:12). When God acts like this and also when man acts similarly the stress is not on the basic attitude in eleos but on its manifestation in acts. 

(b) sedaqâh is normally rendered by dikaiosyne (Righteousness). But “since the judgment in which God’s sedaqâh is active will be in favour of His people . . . we can understand the rendering eleemosyne” (R. Bultmann, TDNT II 486; cf. e.g. Isa. 1:27). Just as Yahweh enforces his covenant law mercifully, so eleemosyne may also be used for human kindness, charity and even alms (though this last is found only in late Jud.) when these conform to the pattern of this law. 

3. The linguistic usage of late Palestinian Judaism is that of the OT. hesed is very common in the Qumran texts: the Essene community used it to praise the loyalty of God to the covenant which they had experienced in the establishment of the new, eschatological covenant. See 1QS 1:8, 22; 2:1, 4, 24; 4:4 f.; 5:4, 25; 8:2; 10:4, 16, 26; 11:12 f.; 1QM 12:3; 14:4, 8 f.; 18:11; 1QH 1:32; 2:23, 25; 4:37; 5:22; 6:9; 7:18, 20, 27, 35; 9:7, 10, 14; 10:14, 16; 11:5, 17 f., 28, 30 f.; 12:14, 21; 13:5; 16:9, 12, 16; CD 13:18; 19:1; 20:21. 

NT 1. eleos and its derivatives are found 78 times in the NT, mainly in the Pauline writings (26 times) and Luke-Acts (20 times with preference for eleos itself). It is found 15 times in Matt. Only in Jn., Phil., 1-2 Thess. is the group completely absent. 

2. Synoptic Gospels. In the Synoptics eleeo is found mainly in the narratives. Exceptions are Matt. 5:7; 18:33; Lk. 10:37; 16:24. The opposite is true of eleos, which, with the exception of Lk. 1:58, is used only in reports of speech. 

(a) The vb. marks that breaking in of the divine mercy into the reality of human misery which took place in the person of Jesus of Nazareth with his work of freeing and healing which demonstrated his authority. Jesus answered the cry for help “Have mercy on me” (Mk. 10:47, 48 par. Matt. 9:27; 15:22; 17:15; Lk. 17:13) from the sick or the relatives of the demon-possessed (Matt. 15:22; 17:15) by healing. On one occasion (Mk. 5:19) he commanded a man from whom he had driven out demons to tell those at home how the Lord (here in the OT sense of “God”) had had mercy on him. Normally on these occasions Jesus was addressed by the messianic title “ Son of David” (Son); once we find epistata (Lk. 17:13), Master (lit. “foreman”). (epistata also occurs in Lk. 5:5; 8:24, 45; 9:33, 49; see Arndt, 300.) Matt. adds the post-resurrection title of kyrios (Lord), or uses it to replace the presumably historical address of “Teacher” (didaskale, cf. Matt. 17:15 with Mk. 9:17, Lk. 9:38). This makes the cry, “Lord, have mercy”, a confession of faith in the divine authority of Jesus. 

(b) Mercy from man to man is expressed by eleeo or eleemon only twice in the teaching in Matt. (Matt. 5:7; 18:33), and once in the material peculiar to Lk. (Lk. 16:24), but in each case the motivation is clearly God’s mercy. In Matt. 5:7 the merciful (eleemon) are promised God’s mercy—the vb. is pass. to avoid using the name of God. In the parable of the unforgiving servant (Matt. 18:23-35) the demand for mercy (v. 33) is based on the limitless compassion of his lord (vv. 35, 27; splavgcna). The rich man, who had been merciless during his life, calls in his suffering on Abraham, exalted to fellowship with God, with the same words for mercy as are otherwise used only in calling on God (Lk. 16:24). 
Math. 9:10 Then it happened that as Jesus was reclining at the table in the house, behold, many tax collectors and sinners came and were dining with Jesus and His disciples. 11 When the Pharisees saw this, they said to His disciples, "Why is your Teacher eating with the tax collectors and sinners?" 12 But when Jesus heard this, He said, "It is not those who are healthy who need a physician, but those who are sick. 13 "But go and learn what this means: 'I DESIRE COMPASSION, AND NOT SACRIFICE,' for I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners."
Math. 9:27-29 As Jesus went on from there, two blind men followed Him, crying out, "Have mercy on us, Son of David!" 28 When He entered the house, the blind men came up to Him, and Jesus said to them, "Do you believe that I am able to do this?" They said to Him, "Yes, Lord." 29 Then He touched their eyes, saying, "It shall be done to you according to your faith."
Matthew 12:1-8 At that time Jesus went through the grainfields on the Sabbath, and His disciples became hungry and began to pick the heads of grain and eat.  2 But when the Pharisees saw this, they said to Him, "Look, Your disciples do what is not lawful to do on a Sabbath."  3 But He said to them, "Have you not read what David did when he became hungry, he and his companions,  4 how he entered the house of God, and they ate the consecrated bread, which was not lawful for him to eat nor for those with him, but for the priests alone?  5 "Or have you not read in the Law, that on the Sabbath the priests in the temple break the Sabbath and are innocent?  6 "But I say to you that something greater than the temple is here.  7 "But if you had known what this means, 'I DESIRE COMPASSION, AND NOT A SACRIFICE,' you would not have condemned the innocent.  8 "For the Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath."
Math. 18:23-35 "For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his slaves.24 "When he had begun to settle them, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him. 25 "But since he did not have the means to repay, his lord commanded him to be sold, along with his wife and children and all that he had, and repayment to be made. 26 "So the slave fell to the ground and prostrated himself before him, saying, 'Have patience with me and I will repay you everything.' 27 "And the lord of that slave felt compassion and released him and forgave him the debt. 28 "But that slave went out and found one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and he seized him and began to choke him, saying, 'Pay back what you owe.' 29 "So his fellow slave fell to the ground and began to plead with him, saying, 'Have patience with me and I will repay you.' 30 "But he was unwilling and went and threw him in prison until he should pay back what was owed. 31 "So when his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were deeply grieved and came and reported to their lord all that had happened. 32 "Then summoning him, his lord said to him, 'You wicked slave, I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33 'Should you not also have had mercy on your fellow slave, in the same way that I had mercy on you?' 34 "And his lord, moved with anger, handed him over to the torturers until he should repay all that was owed him. 35 "My heavenly Father will also do the same to you, if each of you does not forgive his brother from your heart."
Math. 20:29 As they were leaving Jericho, a large crowd followed Him. 30 And two blind men sitting by the road, hearing that Jesus was passing by, cried out, "Lord, have mercy on us, Son of David!" 31 The crowd sternly told them to be quiet, but they cried out all the more, "Lord, Son of David, have mercy on us!" 32 And Jesus stopped and called them, and said, "What do you want Me to do for you?" 33 They said to Him, "Lord, we want our eyes to be opened." 34 Moved with compassion, Jesus touched their eyes; and immediately they regained their sight and followed Him.

Lk. 10:29 But wishing to justify himself, he said to Jesus, "And who is my neighbor?"30 Jesus replied and said, "A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among robbers, and they stripped him and beat him, and went away leaving him half dead. 31 "And by chance a priest was going down on that road, and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. 32 "Likewise a Levite also, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33 "But a Samaritan, who was on a journey, came upon him; and when he saw him, he felt compassion, 34 and came to him and bandaged up his wounds, pouring oil and wine on them; and he put him on his own beast, and brought him to an inn and took care of him. 35 "On the next day he took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper and said, 'Take care of him; and whatever more you spend, when I return I will repay you.' 36 "Which of these three do you think proved to be a neighbor to the man who fell into the robbers' hands?" 37 And he said, "The one who showed mercy toward him." Then Jesus said to him, "Go and do the same."
Luke 16:19-31  19 "Now there was a rich man, and he habitually dressed in purple and fine linen, joyously living in splendor every day.  20 "And a poor man named Lazarus was laid at his gate, covered with sores,  21 and longing to be fed with the crumbs which were falling from the rich man's table; besides, even the dogs were coming and licking his sores.  22 "Now the poor man died and was carried away by the angels to Abraham's bosom; and the rich man also died and was buried.  23 "In Hades he lifted up his eyes, being in torment, and saw Abraham far away and Lazarus in his bosom.  24 "And he cried out and said, 'Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus so that he may dip the tip of his finger in water and cool off my tongue, for I am in agony in this flame.'  25 "But Abraham said, 'Child, remember that during your life you received your good things, and likewise Lazarus bad things; but now he is being comforted here, and you are in agony.  26 'And besides all this, between us and you there is a great chasm fixed, so that those who wish to come over from here to you will not be able, and that none may cross over from there to us.'  27 "And he said, 'Then I beg you, father, that you send him to my father's house--  28 for I have five brothers-- in order that he may warn them, so that they will not also come to this place of torment.'  29 "But Abraham said, 'They have Moses and the Prophets; let them hear them.'  30 "But he said, 'No, father Abraham, but if someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent!'  31 "But he said to him, 'If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be persuaded even if someone rises from the dead.'"
Luke 17:11-14   11 While He was on the way to Jerusalem, He was passing between Samaria and Galilee.  12 As He entered a village, ten leprous men who stood at a distance met Him;  13 and they raised their voices, saying, "Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!"  14 When He saw them, He said to them, "Go and show yourselves to the priests." And as they were going, they were cleansed.
Eph. 2:4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, 5 even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved),
Titus 3:5 He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit,
Heb. 2:17 Therefore, He had to be made like His brethren in all things, so that He might become a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people. 
Heb. 4:16 Therefore let us draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.
James 2:13 For judgment will be merciless to one who has shown no mercy; mercy triumphs over judgment.
You are Never Alone:  Charles Allen… Mercy is offered to all, but only the merciful receive. Here, the mercy of a lady 35 years previous, prepares her to hope in God's mercy ath the time of her death.
In October 1800 a boy named John Todd was born in Rutland, Vermont. Shortly afterward the family moved to the little village of Killingsworth. And there, when John was only six years of age, both his parents died. The children in the home had to be parceled out among the relatives, and a kindhearted aunt who lived in North Killingsworth agreed to take John and give him a home. With her he lived until some fifteen years later when he went away to study for the minis​try. When he was in middle life, his aunt fell desperately ill and realized that death could not be far off. In great distress she wrote her nephew a pitiful letter—what would death be like? Would it mean the end of everything or would there be, beyond death, a chance to continue living, growing, loving? Here is the letter John Todd sent in reply:

"It is now thirty-five years since I, a little boy of six, was left quite alone in the world. You sent me word you would give me a home and be a kind mother to me. I have never forgotten the day when I made the long journey of ten miles to your house in North Killingsworth. I can still recall my disappointment when, instead of coming for me yourself, you sent your colored man, Caesar, to fetch me. I well re​member my tears and my anxiety as, perched high on your horse and clinging tight to Caesar, I rode off to my new home. Night fell before we finished the journey and as it grew dark, I became lonely and afraid.

"Do you think she'll go to bed before I get there?" I asked Caesar anxiously. "0h no," he said reassuringly. "She'll sure stay up FOR YOU. When we get out of these here woods you'll see her candle shining in the window." Presently we did ride out in the clearing and there, sure enough, was your candle. I remember you were waiting at the door, that you put your arms close about me and that you lifted me--a tired and bewildered little boy—down from the horse. You had a big fire burning on the hearth, a hot supper waiting for me on the stove. After supper, you took me to my new room, you heard me say my prayers, and then you sat beside me until I fell asleep.

"You probably realize why I am recalling all this to your memory. Some day soon, God will send for you, to take you to a new home. Don't fear the summons—the strange journey—or the dark messenger of death. God can be trusted to do as much for you as you were kind enough to do for me so many years ago. At the end of the road you will find love and a welcome waiting, and you will be safe in God's care. I shall watch you and pray for you until you are out of sight, and then wait for the day when I shall make the journey myself and find you waiting at the end of the road to greet me."

Titus 1:15 Everything is pure to those whose hearts are pure. But nothing is pure to those who are corrupt and unbelieving, because their minds and consciences are defiled.
(c) In the rest of the teaching in Matt. and Lk. we find only eleos. A reference, often direct, to the OT is noticeable. In his controversies with the Pharisees Jesus bore witness to the sovereign mercy of God, which seeks a response not in ritual detail but in solidarity through action with the lowly (Poor) and hungry (Hunger) (Matt. 9:13; 12:7; cf. 1 Sam. 15:22; Hos. 6:6). In his “woes” he also levelled against them the charge that in their interpretation of the law they had shifted the main stress from “justice and mercy and faithfulness” to a more casuistic formalism (Matt. 23:23; cf. also Lk. 10:37 where the showing of mercy is demanded as the moral of the parable of the good Samaritan). In the prologue to his Gospel Lk. announced its main theme in the two great psalms of praise (Lk. 1:46-55, 68-79); that the covenant loyalty of God, promised in the OT and shown in action in the history of Israel, would reach its climax in the gracious self-humiliation of God to the humble (Poor) in the event of Christ (1:50, 54, 72, 78); v. 78 speaks of the splanchna eleous, the “merciful heart”, of our God. Note the many OT quotations in these psalms (cf. Lk. 1:46 with 1 Sam. 2:1-10; Lk. 1:48 with Pss. 113:5ff.; 11:4; Lk. 1:50 with Ps. 103:13, 17; Lk. 1:51 with 2 Sam. 22:28; Lk. 1:52 with Ps. 147:6; Job 12:19; 5:11; 1 Sam. 2:7; Ezek. 21:31; Lk. 1:53 with Pss. 34:11; 107:9; 2 Sam. 2:5; Lk. 1:54 with Isa. 41:8; Ps. 98:3; Lk. 1:55 with Micah 7:20; Gen. 17:17; 18:18; 22:17; Lk. 1:68 with Pss. 41:14; 72:18; 89:52; 106:48; Lk. 1:69 with 1 Sam. 2:10; Pss. 18:3; 132:17; Lk. 1:71 with Ps. 106:10; Lk. 1:72 with Pss. 105:8; 106:45; Lev. 26:42; Gen. 17:7; 22:16; Micah 7:20; Lk. 1:74 with Ps. 97:10; Lk. 1:76 with Mal. 3:1; 4:5; Lk. 1:77 with Jer. 31:34; Num. 24:17; Isa. 60:1f.; Lk. 1:79 with Isa. 9:1f.; 42:7). The thought of these two psalms in Lk. is saturated with OT ideas of judgment and mercy. (On the first two chapters of Lk. see further R. Laurentin, Structure et Théologie de Luc I-II, 1964.) 

3. eleemosyne, as alms charity. Matt. reports only Jesus’ criticism of the attempt to obtain public praise and acknowledgment in the giving of alms (Poor NT) (Matt. 6:1-4), but Lk. has the definite teaching: alms instead of ritual purity (Lk. 11:41, in an argument with the Pharisees), and lays down as a rule for the disciples and the church the giving away of one’s possessions to the poor (Lk. 12:33). In Acts Tabitha (Acts 9:36) and Cornelius (10:2) are singled out for their charity and as recipients of singular blessing. The former was perhaps a Hellenistic Jewess (her name is explained as Dorcas or Gazelle) and was a resident of Joppa. She fell sick and died (Acts 9:37), but was restored through Peter. Cornelius was a centurion of the Italian Cohort at Caesarea and was “a devout man who feared God eusebes kai phoboumenos ton theon” (on the significance of these terms Conversion). God honoured him by receiving his prayers and accepting his alms (10:4, 31), and bestowing on him the Holy Spirit (10:44ff.). Whereupon he was the first Gentile to be received into the church (10:47f.). This also took place at Joppa. In his defence before Felix in Acts Paul mentioned the bringing of alms for his people as the purpose of his last journey to Jerusalem (24:17). By using the term “doing alms” (eleemosynas poieo, Heb. 'asâh sedaqâh), a Semitic expression, he stressed his active responsibility. In Acts 3:1-8 Peter by his healing of the lame man symbolically ended the time of begging and imperfect mercy by the full mercy brought in the name of Jesus Christ (3:6). 

4. Paul. Paul wished to be regarded as one who had received mercy (eleethen) that he might become an apostle (1 Tim. 1:13, 16), and who by the Lord’s mercy (eleemenos) had been made trustworthy (1 Cor. 7:25). In view of the widescale rejection of the gospel by Israel, he strove in Rom. to make clear that God’s free mercy did not contradict his covenant loyalty (Rom. 9:15, 16, 18; v. 15 is a quotation of Exod. 33:19). God’s plan of salvation, now for the Gentiles (Rom. 9:23f.; 11:30; 15:9), then for the Jews (11:31), and so both for Jews and Gentiles (Rom. 11:32) is based on his mercy. The salvation of those made alive for faith and renewal in the Holy Spirit is based on this mercy, not on good works (Eph. 2:4-9; Tit. 3:5). Hence they are admonished to pass on the mercy they have experienced (2 Cor. 4:1; Rom. 12:1, oktirmos, plur.) cheerfully (Rom. 12:8), so that mercy becomes one of the signs by which a disciple can be known; cf. “full of mercy [meste eleous]” in the list of virtues in Jas. 3:17, while “unmerciful [aneleemonas]” (RV, RSV “ruthless”; NEB “without pity”) is the lowest rung in the downward ladder of Rom. 1:29-32 and so the completest negation of the knowledge of God. 

Paul and other NT writers (2 Jn. 3; Jude 2), in their confidence in God’s gracious giving can greet their readers at the beginning (1 Tim. 1:2; 2 Tim. 1:2; Tit. 1:4, some MSS) or end (Gal. 6:16) of their letters with a prayer for the mercy of God and of Jesus Christ—mostly combined with “grace” and “peace”. In so doing they took over Jewish greeting forms and expanded them. The mercy of God can heal, e.g., Epaphras (Phil. 2:27); it is a present gift for the “household” (2 Tim. 1:16); and the final, future gift ensuring salvation (2 Tim. 1:18). Paul proclaimed the Christian hope of a future resurrection of an imperishable body by contradicting the sectarian group in Corinth which affirmed that the bodily resurrection was already past; he describes those who confine this hope to this life as “most to be pitied [eleeinoteroi]” (1 Cor. 15:19). 

5. Other NT Writings. (a) 1 Pet. begins by praising the mercy of God (1 Pet. 1:3), by which Christians “have been born anew to a living hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead” (cf. Eph. 2:4; 1 Cor. 15:19; see above). Just like Paul in Rom. 9:25f., he praises the enlargement of God’s mercy to take in the Gentiles (1 Pet. 2:10) by using Hosea’s words (Hos. 2:23 [MT 2:25]). 

(b) James impressed on an indolent church that mercy shown here on earth has its bearing on the final judgment, and that “judgment without mercy” (aneleos, only here in the NT) awaits the one who has shown no mercy (2:13; cf. Lk. 16:24f.; Matt. 18:33f.; 25:40, 45). 

(c) Jude, after mentioning the love of God which they have experienced and their expectation of a final merciful judgment by Jesus Christ, urges his readers to exercise a discriminating mercy to those around them (Jude 21-23; the force of v. 23a is uncertain). 

(d) Rev. 3:17, just like 1 Cor. 15:19, convicts a church, that of Laodicea, of its pitiable (eleeinos) condition in spite of its earthly riches, and places it under the judgment of Christ, which alone is valid. (On the church at Laodicea Cold, art. cliarov".) 

(e) Heb. uses the type of the high priest in the OT and his functions on the great Day of Atonement (Lev. 16) to show the solidarity of Christ, who is greater than any high priest, with his brethren, which guarantees a merciful and boundless understanding (Heb. 2:17; cf. 4:15), and so gives the despairing church confidence to draw near the throne of grace to find mercy (4:16). 

Earlier in the book I mentioned Daniel, a dear friend of mine in Brazil. (Daniel was the one who took me to meet Anibal in prison.)

Daniel is big. He used to make his living by lifting weights and teaching others to do the same. His scrapbook is colorful with ribbons and photos of him in his prime, striking the muscle-man pose and flexing the bulging arms.

The only thing bigger than Daniel’s biceps is his heart. Let me tell you about a time his heart became tender.

Daniel was living in the southern city of Porto Alegre. He worked at a gym and dreamed of owning his own. The bank agreed to finance the purchase if he could find someone to cosign the note. His brother agreed.

They filled out all the applications and awaited the approval. Everything went smoothly, and Daniel soon received a call from the bank telling him he could come and pick up the check. As soon as he got off work, he went to the bank.

When the loan officer saw Daniel, he looked surprised and asked Daniel why he had come.

“To pick up the check,” Daniel explained.

“That’s funny,” responded the banker. “Your brother was in here earlier. He picked up the money and used it to retire the mortgage on his house.”

Daniel was incensed. He never dreamed his own brother would trick him like that. He stormed over to his brother’s house and pounded on the door. The brother answered the door with his daughter in his arms. He knew Daniel wouldn’t hit him if he was holding a child.

He was right. Daniel didn’t hit him. But he promised his brother that if he ever saw him again he would break his neck.

Daniel went home, his big heart bruised and ravaged by the trickery of his brother. He had no other choice but to go back to the gym and work to pay off the debt.

A few months later, Daniel met a young American missionary named Allen Dutton. Allen befriended Daniel and taught him about Jesus Christ. Daniel and his wife soon became Christians and devoted disciples.

But though Daniel had been forgiven so much, he still found it impossible to forgive his brother. The wound was deep. The pot of revenge still simmered. He didn’t see his brother for two years. Daniel couldn’t bring himself to look into the face of the one who had betrayed him. And his brother liked his own face too much to let Daniel see it.

But an encounter was inevitable. Both knew they would eventually run into each other. And neither knew what would happen then.

The encounter occurred one day on a busy avenue. Let Daniel tell you in his own words what happened:

I saw him, but he didn’t see me. I felt my fists clench and my face get hot. My initial impulse was to grab him around the throat and choke the life out of him. 

But as I looked into his face, my anger began to melt. For as I saw him, I saw the image of my father. I saw my father’s eyes. I saw my father’s look. I saw my father’s expression. And as I saw my father in his face, my enemy once again became my brother.

Daniel walked toward him. The brother stopped, turned, and started to run, but he was too slow. Daniel reached out and grabbed his shoulder. The brother winced, expecting the worst. But rather than have his throat squeezed by Daniel’s hands, he found himself hugged by Daniel’s big arms. And the two brothers stood in the middle of the river of people and wept.

Daniel’s words are worth repeating: “When I saw the image of my father in his face, my enemy became my brother.”

Seeing the father’s image in the face of the enemy. Try that. The next time you see or think of the one who broke your heart, look twice. As you look at his face, look also for his face—the face of the One who forgave you. Look into the eyes of the King who wept when you pleaded for mercy. Look into the face of the Father who gave you grace when no one else gave you a chance. Find the face of the God who forgives in the face of your enemy. And then, because God has forgiven you more than you’ll ever be called on to forgive in another, set your enemy—and yourself—free.

And allow the hole in your heart to heal.

 

The word “mercy” must be seen in its historic and positive meaning. Jesus’ use of the word is based on the Hebrew word chesedh, used frequently in the Old Testament to express the unique quality of the everlasting mercy of Jehovah. The word carries the meaning of identification in the suffering of others, of going through something with another, of entering into another’s problem with understanding and acceptance. And this is what God did for us in Christ; identifying with humanity and suffering on behalf of our sin.
 

The Dividend of Mercy Matthew 5:7
“Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy.” — Matthew 5:7
Years ago a small-town merchant had identical twin boys who were inseparable. They were so close that they even dressed alike. It was said that their extraordinary closeness was the reason they never married. When their father died, they took over the family business. Their relationship was considered “a model of creative collaboration.”

Because he was busy, one of the brothers neglected to ring up a sale and absentmindedly left a dollar bill on top of the cash register while he went to the front of the store to wait on another customer. Remembering the dollar, he returned to deposit it only to find the bill was gone. He asked his brother if he had seen it, but the brother said he had not.

An hour later he asked his brother again, but this time with an obvious note of suspicion. His brother became angry and defensive. Every time they tried to discuss the matter, the conflict grew worse, culminating in vicious charges and countercharges. The incredible outcome was the dissolution of their partnership, the installation of a partition down the middle of the store, and two competing businesses. This continued for twenty years — an open, divisive sore in the community.

One day a car with an out-of-state license pulled up in front of the stores. A well-dressed man entered one brother’s shop and asked how long the store had been there. Learning it had been twenty years, he said, “Then you are the one with whom I must settle an old score.”

Some twenty years ago I was out of work, drifting from place to place, and I happened to get off a boxcar in your town. I had absolutely no money and had not eaten for three days. As I was walking down the alley behind your store, I looked in and saw a dollar bill on the top of the cash register. Everyone else was in the front of the store. I had been raised in a Christian home and I had never before in all my life stolen anything, but that morning I was so hungry I gave in to the temptation, slipped through the door, and took that dollar bill. That act has weighed on my conscience ever since, and I finally decided that I would never be at peace until I came back and faced up to that old sin and made amends. Would you let me now replace that money and pay you whatever is appropriate for damages?1
When the stranger finished his confession, he was amazed to see the old store owner shaking his head in deep sorrow and beginning to weep. Finally the old man gained control and, taking the gentleman by the arm, asked him to go to the store next door and tell its owner the same story. The stranger complied. Only this time two old men who looked almost identical wept side by side.2
From our distance we cannot say whether the two brothers professed to be believers, or were even churchgoers. Given the time and the culture, they probably owned some religious inclinations. Indeed, they could have been enthusiastic churchmen — even evangelicals. But whatever their spiritual profession, their merciless, unforgiving spirits revealed hearts that had never understood the mercy of God. For if they had, they themselves would have been merciful.

The fifth Beatitude — “Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy” — is the perfect corrective for all those who are caught in bitterness.

If you have problems similar to the two unhappy brothers, this chapter could lead you to liberation.

The basic idea of the Greek word translated merciful is “to give help to the wretched, to relieve the miserable.” Here the essential thought is that mercy gives attention to those in misery. From this we make the important distinction between mercy and grace. Grace is shown to the undeserving; mercy is compassion to the miserable. Thus the synonym for mercy is compassion. Mercy, however, is not simply feeling compassion. Mercy exists when something is done to alleviate distress. This is uniform in the Old Testament (cf. Hosea and Amos 5). Jesus made this perfectly clear when, after he told the Parable of the Good Samaritan, he asked his questioner:

“Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?” The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on him.” Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.” (Luke 10:36-37)

Mercy Is Compassion in Action

We must never imagine that we are merciful because we feel compassionate toward someone in distress. Mercy means active goodwill. This was well understood by the nineteenth-century preacher who happened across a friend whose horse had just been accidentally killed. While a crowd of onlookers expressed empty words of sympathy, the preacher stepped forward and said to the loudest sympathizer, “I am sorry five pounds. How much are you sorry?” And then he passed the hat. True mercy demands action.

Mercy Is Forgiving

New Testament scholar Robert Guelich has shown that especially in this Beatitude merciful describes one who forgives and pardons another who is in the wrong.3 An inspiring display of this forgiving aspect of mercy in Scripture is that of Joseph to his brothers. The only reason they had not murdered him as a boy was that as they were ready to perform the act, they saw an approaching caravan and decided to sell him into slavery instead. Years later, when Joseph had his guilty brothers literally “at his mercy,” he showed them exactly that. There was compassion as he wept for their misery, and then action as he met their needs. There was forgiveness as he restored them all to his grace, saying, “You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good” (Genesis 50:20).

The merciful person remembers his own sin and God’s mercy to him, he understands the weaknesses of others, and he forgives. W. E. Sangster, the much-loved pastor of the renowned Westminster Central Hall, London, was graced with this quality in his own life. “It was Christmas time in my home,” as he tells it:

One of my guests had come a couple of days early and saw me sending off the last of my Christmas cards. He was startled to see a certain name and address. “Surely, you are not sending a greeting card to him,” he said. “Why not?” I asked. “But you remember,” he began, “eighteen months ago . . .” I remembered, then, the thing the man had publicly said about me, but I remembered also resolving at the time with God’s help . . . to forget. And God had “made” me forget! I posted the card.4
I once had an associate who was like this. On one memorable occasion the name of someone came up who had grievously slandered him, and I said something derogatory about that person. But to my embarrassment (and instruction!), my friend began to quietly defend his slanderer: “Life has been hard for him . . . we have no idea of the pressures he has been under . . . he has done a lot of good things too.” My colleague had compassion on the miserable soul who had given him so much trouble and, from what I could tell, had forgiven him! How beautiful that was! Our text tells us what God thinks of this: “Blessed are the merciful.” Jesus says, “Such are the ones whom I approve.”

They Shall Receive Mercy

The reason the merciful are blessed is that “they will be shown mercy.” The word “they” in the phrase is emphatic: “Blessed are the merciful, for they [they alone] will be shown mercy.” Other Scriptures teach the same idea. James says, “Judgment without mercy will be shown to anyone who has not been merciful” (James 2:13). Jesus himself says, “For if you forgive men when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if you do not forgive men their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins” (Matthew 6:14, 15).

Predictably, some have completely missed the point here, supposing that this Beatitude teaches that one can merit God’s mercy by performing acts of mercy. Such an idea is at complete variance with the rest of Scripture, which teaches salvation by grace alone (Ephesians 2:8, 9). Moreover, if receiving God’s forgiveness could only be merited by becoming forgiving, none of us would ever be truly forgiven, for none would ever absolutely meet this standard.

What this Beatitude means is that those who are truly God’s children, and as such are objects of his mercy, will themselves be merciful and will receive mercy in the end. Showing mercy is evidence that we have received mercy.

This interpretation suggests two very penetrating tests. The first is this: If we have no mercy toward those who are physically and economically in distress, we are not Christians. Notice I did not say we become Christians by showing mercy toward the unfortunate, but that we are not believers if we are unwilling to show mercy to them. This is precisely the point of the Parable of the Good Samaritan. Jesus told the story to demonstrate that the religious establishment of his day did not fulfill the Great Shema — loving God with all one’s might and one’s neighbor as oneself (Luke 10:25-28). The fact that the priest and the Levite turned away from the needy man proved they did not love their neighbor as themselves; they thus failed to fulfill the Law and were lost. But the Samaritan’s act of mercy showed that he loved his neighbor as himself, and that he was living within the gracious parameters of the Law. He was a lover of God and man.

If we remain impassive or callous to human need and refuse to do anything about it, we need to take a good long look at ourselves and see if we really are believers. John says it best: “If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need but has no pity on him, how can the love of God be in him?” (1 John 3:17). This is a test evangelicals haven’t liked. Today, I suspect, there are some who would reject this test outright. If so, they are in great peril of soul. True belief is never to be divorced from attitude and action.

The second test involves the corresponding aspect of mercy — forgiveness. The test is this: If we refuse to exercise mercy by extending forgiveness, we are not Christians. Of course, it is frightening to maintain that we cannot be truly forgiven unless we have forgiving spirits. But it is true, because when God’s grace comes into our hearts it makes us merciful. Forgiveness demonstrates whether we have been forgiven. So the telling line is this: If we refuse to be merciful, there is only one reason — we have never understood the grace of Christ. We are outside grace and are unforgiven.

Jesus taught this in the Parable of the Unmerciful Slave (Matthew 18:21-35). The slave owed his master an immense sum — in today’s currency about twenty million dollars. The debt was impossible to repay, so he pleaded with his master who, with astonishing compassion, forgave him the entire debt. Incredibly, however, the wicked slave went out, found one of his fellow slaves who owed him 2,000 dollars, and threw him in prison. When the other slaves reported this injustice to their master, he summoned the wicked slave:

“‘You wicked servant,’ he said, ‘I canceled all that debt of yours because you begged me to. Shouldn’t you have had mercy on your fellow servant just as I had on you?’ In anger his master turned him over to the jailers to be tortured, until he should pay back all he owed. This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother from your heart.” (Matthew 18:32-35)

These are hard, violent, surgical words. But they are mercifully so. The Lord here warns the religious person who attends church, can recite the appropriate answers, leads an outwardly moral life, but holds a death grip on his grudges. Jesus warns the one who will not forgive his relatives or his former business associates regardless of their pleas. He warns the one who nourishes hatreds, cherishes animosities, and otherwise lives in settled malice.

Such a person had better take stock of his life.

Some words of qualification are in order. The warning is not for those who find that bitterness and hatred recur even though they have forgiven the offender. The fact that you have forgiven and continue to forgive is a sign of grace, despite the ambivalences and imperfections of your forgiveness. The warning is for those who have no desire to forgive. Their souls are in danger.

There may also be some who find forgiveness difficult because they have been recently offended and are still in such emotional shock that they cannot properly respond. The warning is not for these.

The overall lesson is, if we are Christians, we can forgive and will forgive, however imperfectly it may be. We cannot live like the miserable brothers who divided over a dollar bill.

On Forgiving

The late Corrie ten Boom recalled in her book The Hiding Place a postwar meeting with a guard from the Ravensbruck concentration camp, where her sister had died and she herself had been subjected to horrible indignities.

It was at a church service in Munich that I saw him, the former S.S. man who had stood guard at the shower room door in the processing center at Ravensbruck. He was the first of our actual jailers that I had seen since that time. And suddenly it was all there — the roomful of mocking men, the heaps of clothing, Betsie’s pain-blanched face.

He came up to me as the church was emptying, beaming and bowing. “How grateful I am for your message, Fraulein,” he said. “To think that, as you say, He has washed my sins away!”

His hand was thrust out to shake mine. And I, who had preached so often to the people in Bloemendaal the need to forgive, kept my hand at my side.

Even as the angry, vengeful thoughts boiled through me, I saw the sin of them. Jesus Christ had died for this man; was I going to ask for more? Lord Jesus, I prayed, forgive me and help me to forgive him.

I tried to smile, I struggled to raise my hand. I could not. I felt nothing, not the slightest spark of warmth or charity. And so again I breathed a silent prayer. Jesus, I cannot forgive him. Give me Your forgiveness.

As I took his hand the most incredible thing happened. From my shoulder along my arm and through my hand a current seemed to pass from me to him, while into my heart sprang a love for this stranger that almost overwhelmed me.5
Forgiveness is possible for the most grievous of wounds. When I was a young man, I was acquainted with a Christian who took in a troubled teenager and tried to help him. The boy brutally murdered this man’s daughter. Amazingly, my friend visited him in prison, forgave him, and eventually led him to Christ.

If you are a Christian, regardless of the wrong done to you, you can forgive. By God’s grace, you can forgive the domestic wrong. By God’s grace, you can forgive the professional wrong. For your soul’s sake, you must.

When we began our study of the Beatitudes, we observed that they were given to us so we could ascertain two things: first, the authenticity of our faith, and second, the health of our spiritual lives. In the searchlight of this Beatitude, “Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy,” is your salvation authentic? Are you merciful? Are you forgiving? Or do you hold grudges as your treasured possessions?

If you have come to understand that you are without grace and mercy, then no more fitting word could be commended to you here than this parable:

“Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The Pharisee stood up and prayed about himself: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other men — robbers, evildoers, adulterers — or even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week and give a tenth of all I get.’ But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner.’ I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home justified before God. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.” (Luke 18:10-14)

Now do as the sinner did. Confess your sin. Affirm your faith in Christ as your only hope of salvation. Rest in his mercy. Thank him for saving you.

If you need to develop the compassion and forgiveness of a merciful spirit, here are some suggestions:

• Confession: Admit your need to God. Pray to this effect: “Father, I know your mercy. I have been merciful at times. But, God, I need more compassion, and I need to forgive. I know this is your will for me. Help me.”

• Scripture: Read the Scriptures that have to do with mercy and compassion. Begin with Hosea 6:6, and then read Jesus’ application of it in Matthew 9:9-13 and 23:23. Also examine Micah 6:8 and Amos 5:21-24. And especially meditate on Luke 10:30-37. Regarding forgiveness, read Matthew 6:14, 15 and 18:21-35.

• Mercy: Then get out and do mercy. Volitionally forgive those who have wronged you. Purposely become involved with those who are hurting.

Enjoy God’s smile! “Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy.”

· Community Breakfast: for Fundraising… But suddenly an unforeseen opportunity for mercy: Give meals away… at a fundraiser! Sometimes, an opportunity for mercy sneaks up on you! Go for it!
Honorable John B. Henderson, then in the United States Senate from Missouri, relates for this work his experience in securing pardons from Lincoln in the spring of 1865. 

“From 1862 to 1865," says Mr. Henderson, “the conditions were such in Missouri, that every man was obliged to espouse actively either the Union or the Confederate cause. No man really was safe out of one army or another. Property was insecure, and if a person attempted to remain neutral he was suspected by both Confederates and Federals, and was liable to be arrested by either side, and his property destroyed. During the progress of the war a large number of Missourians had been arrested by the Federals and were confined in the military prisons, many of them at St. Louis where the McDowell Medical College had been taken and used for the purpose, and some at Alton, Illinois, about twenty-five miles above St. Louis on the river. The friends and relations of many of these military prisoners appealed to me to secure their release, or to save them from whatever sentence had been pronounced. These sentences, course, varied. In flagrant cases where they were convicted of acting as spies, or of prosecuting guerilla warfare, the death sentence was sometimes ordered but not often inflicted. Others were condemned to prison for life or during the war. Few of the death sentences were ever inflicted. 

There was a tacit understanding among the military authorities that while a show of severity be kept up it was only under extreme circumstances that a prisoner should be executed. Towards the close of the winter of 1864-65, I found that I had a large number of these applications for clemency 

and pardon on hand. 

“Congress adjourned on March 4, 1865, and Mr. Lincoln on that day was inaugurated for a second term. An extra session of the Senate only was called immediately to act on presidential nominations, but it continued in session until about the 8th of March. I was anxious to clear up as many as possible of these imprisonment cases before leaving for home. I accordingly had my clerk classify them, according to the evidence in each case, giving the name of the prisoner, the character of his offense, together with a statement of the proofs or evidence against him. I caused them to be divided into three classes. Into the first class I put those of whose innocence I had but little doubt; into the second class those whose innocence was more doubtful, but whom I believed it would be safe and proper, under the circum- stances, to release; the third class consisted of those who ought still to be retained in confinement. As I had very little time before leaving for the West. I took the first and second classes to the President and asked their pardon and release. 

“Mr. Lincoln looked over the list and then said : * Do you mean to tell me, Henderson, that you wish me to let loose all these people at once ? ' 

“Yes,' I said, ' I believe it can be easily done.' 

“But,' said Mr. Lincoln, ' I have no time to examine the evidence. I am constantly reproached for my too abundant charity, and what would be said if I should turn loose so many sinners at once. And again what would be the influence in Missouri? ' 

“I believe, Mr. President,' I said, * that the influence would be most beneficial. The war is nearly over. The day for generosity and kindness has come.' 

“Do you really think so? ' said the President. 

“Yes, the rebellion is broken; the rebels will soon be returning to their homes if permitted to do so. What I especially wish is to prevent in my State a prolonged guerilla warfare. The rebels are already conquered in war. Let us try charity and kindness rather than repression and severity. The policy of mercy will prove to be a wise reconstruction measure.' 

"I hope you are right,* said the President; 'but I have no time to examine this evidence. If I sign this list as a whole, will you be responsible for the future good behavior of the men? * 

“Yes.' I said. 

“Then I will take the risk and sign it," said the President. And after inserting, in his own hand-writing, the word ‘pardoned ' after the name of each person who had been convicted of offenses by military commission, he signed the general order of release, and returned the paper to me. 

"Thank you, Mr. President; but that is not all; I have another list here.' 

"I hope you are not going to make me let loose another lot?' 

"Yes. I am not quite so sure of the merits of this list, but I believe the men are not dangerous, and it will be good policy to let them go. I think it safer and better to err on the side of mercy.' 

“‘ Yes,' said Mr. Lincoln; but you know I am charged with making too many mistakes on the side of mercy.' 

"Mr. President, my argument for this is the same as in the other case. The war is substantially over. The guilt of these men is at least doubtful and mercy is and must be after all the policy of peace.' 

"I guess you are right,' said Mr. Lincoln. 

"Yes,' I said, ' I am sure I am, and I think that you ought to sign it.' 

"Well, I'll be durned if I don't,' said the President, and he signed his name after inserting the word ' pardoned ' over the name of those laboring under conviction. 

"This was the only time that I ever heard Mr. Lincoln use a word which approached profanity. 

"Now, Henderson,' he said, as he handed the list back me, * remember you are responsible to me for these men. If they do not behave, I shall have to put you in prison for their sins.' " 

http://www.archive.org/stream/lifeofabraham00tarb/lifeofabraham00tarb_djvu.txt  

One of the most vivid memories from my youth is connected with a little goat given to me by my father to care for during the last year of the Second World War. The goat's name was Walter. I was thirteen years old then, and we lived in a part of Holland that was isolated by the great rivers from the D-Day armies. People were dying of hunger.

I loved my little goat. I spent hours collecting acorns for him, taking him on long walks, and playfully fighting with him, pushing him where his two horns were growing. I carried him in my arms, built a pen for him in the garage, and gave him a little wooden wagon to pull. As soon as I woke up in the morning, I fed him, and as soon as I returned from school I fed him again, cleaned his pen, and talked to him about all sorts of things. Indeed, my goat Walter and I were the best of friends.

One day, early in the morning when I entered the garage, I found the pen empty. Walter had been stolen. I don't remember ever having cried so vehemently and so long. I sobbed and screamed from grief. My father and mother hardly knew how to console me. It was the first time that I learned about love and loss.

Years later, when the war was over and we had enough food again, my father told me that our gardener had taken Walter and fed him to his family who had nothing left to eat. My father knew it was the gardener, but he never confronted him—even though he saw my grief. I now realize that both Walter and my father taught me something about compassion.
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When Jesus saw the crowds, He went up on the mountain; 


& after He sat down, His disciples came to Him. 


He opened His mouth & began to teach them, saying,





Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.





Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.





Blessed are the gentle, for they shall inherit the earth.





Blessed are those who hunger & thirst for righteousness, 


for they shall be satisfied.





Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.





Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.





Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.





Blessed are those who have been persecuted 


for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
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The policy of mercy will prove to be a wise reconstruction measure.'
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I think it safer & better to err on the side of mercy.'





Mercy is and must be after all the policy of peace.'





I am charged with making too many mistakes on the side of mercy.' 





This was the only time that I ever heard Mr. Lincoln use a word which approached profanity. 








�Lucado, Max: The Applause of Heaven. Dallas [Tex. : Word Pub., 1996, S. 116














